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GRAY’S BEST awards are anticipated by long-time readers of Gray’s Sporting Journal and coveted 
by hunting and angling manufacturers. The reason? GRAY’S BEST carries the weight of authentic 
sincerity. Many sporting magazines publish an end-of-the-year roundup of new products. Gray’s
publishes a distinguished selection. 

Our editors cover areas of expertise and experience—Angling, Shooting, Apparel, and Ac-
cessories—and select gear that not only makes good � rst impressions, but also satis� es during 
repeated use. We make choices of our own volition, absent encouragement and incentive from 
the manufacturers. Further, GRAY’S BEST winners deliver on the claims of their makers but also 
have an extra attribute, an extra something that triggers a tenor of feel, remembrance or aesthetic, 
and can be de� ned only as...satisfying. Much like Gray’s itself.

Our Top ChoicesOur Top ChoicesOur Top Choices
for Angling & Hunting 
             Gear in 2025.

18  ·  Gray’s Sporting Journal  · grayssportingjournal.com

GRAY’S
BEST



Our Top ChoicesOur Top Choices

BUILD ME A BOAT FOR TWO, BY ROD CROSSMAN

Expeditions & Guides 2025  ·  19



Expeditions & Guides 2025  ·  29

ARXUS USA PRIMO COUNTRY ZIP 

T here’s a quotation that comes to mind when I think of the 
Arxus Primo Country Boot ($395), an observation, I’m 
sure, that rolled o�  the tongue of a gorgeous movie star 

to console the homelier members of her contingent: “Con� dence 
is the most beautiful accessory you can wear.” Can a brown rub-
ber boot be…beautiful? If con� dence is key, then absolutely. Snug-
ging my foot into these handmade Swedish boots, zipping up the 
heavy-duty Riri zipper and clamping down the metal strap buckles 
at the top—leaving them unbuckled results in a jingle reminiscent 
of an armed and dangerous Clint Eastwood strutting through a 
border town in spurs—makes me feel like Katharine Hepburn in 
the latter half of � e African Queen. Not glamorous, per say, but cool 
and calculated, even in the muckiest conditions. � e textile shaft 
makes the boot lighter than its all-rubber Arxus brothers, but it’s 
completely waterproof, nonetheless. � e all-natural rubber, as op-
posed to plastic or synthetics, makes the steeper price tag worth the 
investment, as these boots, with minimal maintenance, will long 
outlast their competitors. Arxus also o� ers a handy boot bag for 
easy, mud-free transportation, and the knee-high, wool Arxus Boot 
Socks are a must-have, striking the perfect balance between stay-
ing put and not cutting o�  circulation. Comfortable, durable, high-
quality and handsome, the Primo is the epitome of “form follows 
function.” www.arxususa.com - TM 

SYREN ELOS N2 ELEVATE 
(TRAP COMBO) 

A s fun as the challenge of acquiring “the right tool for 
the job” can be, my dad sparked in me an admiration 
for the Germanic attitude that seeks to � nd the right 

tool for many jobs. � ink, for instance, of the three-barreled 
drilling and its capacity to serve as a ri� e or a shotgun. Or 
the versatile German Shorthaired Pointer and its relative, the 
Weimaraner, both of which are bred to point and retrieve on 
land and water. � ough Italian, not German, the Syren Elos 
N2 Elevate Trap Combo ($5,675) seamlessly joins this gang of 
all-purpose all-stars. � is is a shotgun designed for lady shoot-
ers dedicated to the discipline(s) of trap, Skeet and/or sport-
ing clays. � ough it’s touted by its maker, Caesar Guerini, as 
customizable in “all critical speci� cations,” I found the gun to 
be � ne-tuned right out of the box. � e Elos � t like a glove and 
made my con� dence soar with every broken bird; there were a 
lot of them, and the very few I did miss were diagnosable to hu-
man error. � is shotgun for all seasons is a pretty little thing (7 
lbs., 11 ounces) with walnut grain, and the only subtle clue that 
it is a lady’s gun is found in a few tiny touches of periwinkle on 
the receiver. � is adaptable, versatile � rearm is all the sporting 
woman needs. www.syrenusa.com - TM 
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